* Flea Protection 5 year Warranty
¢ Dog & Cat )
¢ Home & Travel J
e Compact & Colourful
® 100% Lambswool Cover ! |
¢ Replacement Slings i
¢ Proud to be Australian Made

fleafree.com.au

Available from: PETstock (all stores), RSPCA, Petcare 2000, Derks Pet & Rural, Petcare Direct,
Pets Force Warehouse, Paddo Pets, Aussie Pet Supplies, Leppington Farm Pet & Hardware,
Campbelltown Pet Centre, Crystal Pet & Wire, Hiland Pet Supplies, Poplar Pet & Produce,
Wahroonga Pet & Pool, Brontosaurus Pet Super Centre, Pet o.

STORE ENQUIRIES 9533 1801

*Triocil is a
registered trademark

TRIOCIL IS A HIGH QUALITY
MEDICATED SHAMPOO FOR

DOGS AND CATS “ - :
Many years of use by Veterinarians ) =

and dog owners have proven
Triocil’s unique formulation
effective in treating the following;
e Bacterial infections
o Dermatosis

@ Fungal infections
including ringworm
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CARING FOR YOUR CREATURE'S COMFORTS  Unit 6, 70 Fison Ave West, Eagle Farm QLD 4009

Available

at Pet Barns
and other
reliable

pet stores
Nationwide Electrical \

Wholesale Pty Ltd.

Unit 10, 6-8 Allen Place

Wetherill Park, NSW 2164

Tel: 61 2 9756 0388

Fax: 61 2 9756 4959

Email: ne@nationwideelectrical.com.au

Laugh,
Love, Play

By Michelle Heald

remember all the good things that special four-footed member of the family

contributed to your childhood days-companionship, guardianship and most
often, an on-tap playmate. As kiddies, not many of us had the full responsibilities
of feeding, grooming or exercising our family mutt. But most of us would have
spent a great deal of time incorporating the family dog into our playtime.

If you were fortunate enough to have a dog as a young child, you probably

Our dogs made for great fielders for backyard cricket and were keen to join in
with fast paced footy games played with neighbourhood kids. Family dogs weren’t
just reserved for team activity, they became great play friends when no one was
around or able to play. I still remember the look on the face of our dog, Gunter,
when I dressed him up in my baby doll outfits—mostly bonnets and booties. His
wincing look only made the game more fun. Gunter was also a great stand-in
for home theatrical productions my friend, Mandy and my older sister performed.
He was our best (and only) audience for our staged puppet shows. A memorable
moment was the time he snatched my Kermit The Frog puppet from my hand
midway through a rendition of ‘It’s Not Easy Being Green’ Looking back I realise
Gunter was a fearless critic.

"
-

Dog Kennel with Under Floor Heating

Enclosure: High Quality Anti Freeze and Ultra Violet protected
materials. (-30 C ~ +170 C endurance) ®Dimension: Height'69.7
cm. Width 76 cm. Length 86.4 cm. ® Flat pack 17.3 em. x 81.2 em.
x 93.6 cm. ® Power cord length: 2 meters with additional 5 meters
covered by metal tubing included. ® Detachable entrance door,
Height 50 cm. Width 54 cm.® Input power rating: 240 VAC/50 Hz
switching to 12 Vdc by SAA approved adapter. @ 3 stage thermostat
setting: Low 20 C. Medium 25 C. High 30 C. ® Power consumption:
60 Watts/5A (maximum) @ All electrical components: Dust and water
proof grade: IPX7. @ TUV/GS/EMC/EMF/LVD approved.



AFTER 3 WEEKS, WHEN OTHER
FLEA TREATMENTS LOSE THEIR GRIP...

FRONTLINE PLUS"HOLDS ITS OWN

| fEffective
y on ticks

“There are a number of flea treatments on the market. Many claim to last for a whole month,
but unfortunately, that's only part of the story."?345¢ To fully protect your pet and home
for a whole month, your flea treatment requires two active ingredients. One that kills adult

fleas, and another that kills eggs and prevents larval and pupal development. The second
ingredient works to stop fertile flea eggs being laid, preventing reinfestation of your pet
and home environment. That way, the flea lifecycle is broken at every stage
to give you complete flea control for both your pet and home.”
“And that's why | recommend FRONTLINE PLUS.
The only waterfast spot-on flea treatment with
two ingredients to kill fleas and their eggs, as

well as ticks* on dogs, all year round.”

FRONTLI

* For control of Paralysis ticks on dogs, FRONTLINE PLUS must be applied Recommended by Veterinarians

every 2 weeks. For tick control on cats use FRONTLINE® Spray every 3

il j weeks. Always read the label instructions.
. I ¢
¥

Reference: 1. Burton, G, Shipstone, M. and Burrows, M. (2003) Veterinary guidelines for the control of fleas in dogs and cats in Australia, Aust Vet Practit. 33:117-124. 2. McTier, T.L. et al. (2000) Evaluation of the effects of selamectin against
adult and immature stages of fleas (Ctenocephalides felis felis) on dogs and cats. Vet Parasitol. 91:210-12. 3. Dryden, MW. and Broce, AB. (2001) Integrated flea control for the 215t Century. North American Veterinary Conference January, 2001.
4. Ritzhaupt, LK. et al. (2000) Evaluation of efficacy of selamectin, fipronil, and imidacloprid against Ctenocephalides felis in dogs. J Am Vet Med Assoc. 217:1669-71. 5. Young, DR, Jeannin, P.C. and Boeckh, A. (2004) Efficacy of fipronil/(S)-
methoprene combination spot-on for dogs against shed eggs, emerging and existing adult cat fleas (Ctenocephalides felis, Bouché) Vet Parasitol 125:397-407. 6. Jeannin, P.C, Green, SE, Boeckh, A. and Soll, M (2003) Efficacy of FRONTLINE PLUS
(fipronil/(S)-methoprene) for cats against developing stages and adult fleas (C. felis) Proc 19th Int Conf of the World Assoc for the Adv of Vet Parasitol. Merial Australia Pty Ltd, Level 6, 79 George Street, Parramatta NSW 2150. “FRONTLINE and
FRONTLINE PLUS are registered trademarks of Merial. “Advantage is a registered trademark of Bayer AG. “Revolution is a registered trademark of Pfizer Products Inc. ©2007 Merial Limited. Al rights reserved. FRLN-07-004. H&T MCA0059/UB
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The lightweight easy to assemble sturdy weatherproof kennel

» Easy to erect
¢ Easy to clean

¢ Folds flat for easy storage
e Flea resistant

e Light weight yet very tough
e Storage bag supplied

¢ Comfy mattress supplied with kennel

Available at good pet shops or direct from HoundHouse. See web for suppliers.

2/17 Beach Rd, Maroochydore QLD 4558

Ph: 07 5443 4726 Fax: 07 5443 2048
www.houndhouse.com.au ¢ Free Call 1800 096 290

SMART TOYS FOR YOUR 006

HINK ALL DOG TOYS ARE ALIKE»
THINK AGAIN!

How It Works:

1. FiLL LEO wWITH TREATS
As YOUR DOG PLAYS WITH THE TOY, TREATS WILL BE
RELEASED FROM THE CROSS-CUT HOLES OR TRUMPET END.

2. CONNECT MORE THAN ONE

FOLD THE TRUMPET END INTO ONE OF THE CROSS-CUT HOLES OF ANOTHER LEO.
ONCE DOGS DISCOVER THE SECRET TO UNLOCKING THE TREATS, ADD A SECOND LEO
TO CREATE A NEW CHALLENGE. PUzZLES CAN BE DESIGNED FOR ALL LEVELS OF CANINE

MINI $19.95 EA.
REGULAR $29.95 EA.

available in a variety of colours

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST
STOCKIST CALL

DR NEIL'S
1800 032 139

AVAILABLE IN
LEADING

PET STORES

Gunter’s abilities to entertain us weren't relegated to sissy girl stuff. My little broth-
er enlisted him as co-pilot when he decided to break his own version of the land
speed record on a homemade go-cart. Will had been sternly reminded by my mum
that steep neighbouring driveways were off limits. This was something Will clearly
ignored the day that he encouraged Gunter to sit in the front of his go-cart as they
prepared to tackle the Popendopolis’ family driveway. Us girls watched from below
as Will and Gunter careered down the driveway, narrowly missing a parked trailer
and letterbox before coming to an alarming skid on an abutting neighbour’s flower-
bed. I still remember the squeals of scared exhilaration from Will and how Gunter’s
jowls looked like he was momentarily trapped in a wind tunnel.

Take time out to really play

The sobering responsibilities of adulthood and pressures of modern living mean

that our leisure time is at a premium and space for play is diminished. Sadly, even
the responsibility of having a dog means that we often forget to have meaningful
playtime with them. Morning and evening walks to the park are a wonderful way to
have some one-on one-time with your canine friend. But many of us, once getting
to an off-leash zone, tend to let our dogs zoom around and play with other dogs
while we engage their humans with our daily chatter. It's hardly a time to really
connect to your inner child or inner dog,.

Taking time out to really play with your dog is not only beneficial to you but will
also be appreciated by your dog. Instead of hanging with your regular posse of off-
leash walkers, make a regular date with your dog to go to a different park or beach
and spend one-on-one time together. Play ball, run together or find some other
action activity to do. In essence, make time to play.

A friend of mine often hides behind a tree or other large obstacle on his walks. He
waits until his dog is distracted and then hides. Very quickly his dog, Jesse, realises
he’s ‘missing’ and uses his nose to seek him out. My friend believes the mixed look
of relief and joy on Jesse’s face is priceless and always gets a laugh.

Another friend taught her dog how to jump small obstacles and discovered her dog
enjoyed bounding over the low pine pathway borders in Centennial Park. They both
made a game of it, her dog Xena, jumps them in a zig zag pattern all the while her
human owner runs along praising and encouraging her. At the end of the ‘course’
both dog and human are panting, almost breathless but always smiling,.

Dogs laugh

Dogs understand laughter and even smile when they’re happy. Some breeds actually
smile in a way that to the untrained eye can look like a snarl. It’s very common in
the Dalmatian breed and I've met people who’ve told me about other breeds that
have this similar trait. The lips curl up, the front teeth are exposed and the nose
wrinkles-all the while a thin, whippy tail is wildly wagging somewhere in the back.
The Dalmatian example might seem a little extreme but all dogs in a happy state of
mind show examples of smiles. Look for the relaxed jaw, an open mouth and slight-
ly upward tip of the sides of the mouth. It's a relaxed and blissful face that tells us
how happy they are.




Start by having something like a plain water cracker and hold your dog’s snout
level. Carefully place the cracker in the middle (bridge) of the nose, once balanced
say something like ‘hold’” or ‘balance’, let go and cry something like ‘catch it’ or ‘it’s
yours’. Most dogs will drop their nose, the cracker will fall to the ground and then
they eat the cracker. Practice this every few days. The aim is to get your dog to bal-
ance the cracker or treat without you holding her snout. With time she’ll probably
be able to snaffle the treat mid air before it hits the ground. More complex items to
balance would be the long bone shaped dog biscuits. It will make for a great party
trick and your dog will love the attention, praise and laughter.

It's never too late to have a happy childhood

Since my friend Gisele can remember, she begged her parents for a dog. “I grew up ,
without siblings, initially I wanted a little sister and that never happened so around y
age ten [ started begging and hounding my parents to get a dog. The constant line
was that I had to wait until I was older and could be responsible for its care and

exercise. I never stopped harping on to Mum and Dad.” Finally at age 18, Gisele’s ' \ L y
parents relented and allowed her to get a mutt of unknown parenting and origins. PRE ax \.\Neﬁyéj&qg\]@i:ﬂ-\@ilﬂ?;;:y@@:-:.3‘9«5@1&&-.&1-13
“I loved that dog so much, we spent hours together whenever I was home from Uni. S~— %_\___’ e — Ph: 02 9666 4974

He was so much fun to play with and even though I had dreadful allergies, rolling
and playing in the grass took my mind off
the pressures of Uni and those angsty late
teen years. He wasn't allowed inside so had
his bed in the garage. I used to sneak out

at night and sleep with him. Looking back
now I laugh at how most of my girlfriends
were sneaking out behind their parents
back to be with a boyfriend. And here I was
sneaking out to sleep with my dog.”

Games you both can play

Games to play with your dog needn’t be
physically active ones. You can play a
range of games that require little exertion
that still deliver maximum fun. Remember
to always keep games upbeat with plenty of
praise. Some tricks will take time to master
and that’s a good thing as you want her

to concentrate and use her brain. Progress
in short steps if needed and don’t forget to
reward your dog when she makes a break-
through. Always keep game training short-
you never want play to become a chore or
bore for you or your dog. Once the trick or
game is mastered, progress to new or more
challenging ones.

Scent games
Find the treat!

This is a game best played on a dreary day
inside. Start with a couple of disposable
plastic drinking cups (the opaque kind)
upside down on the floor and place a treat
in one. Encourage your dog to sniff out the
cup with the treat in. Some dogs will paw
at the upturned cup or nose it until they tip
the cup over to reveal the treat. Voila! You
have a star in the making. So now practise
this a few times and always applaud and
make encouraging hoots and hollers when
she gets the treat.

Field games
Trail of treats

Another scent game that’s fun to play in a
park is to hide little treats in a quiet area : ‘“‘
of your dog park. Ask your dog to sit while
you place treats behind trees and even
perched on low branches. Its great to watch
your dog hunt every little treat out while
you praise her for her fine olfactory skills.

Just for fun

Arm your pets with Advantage.
Fleas won’t stand a chance.In under 5 minutes,

Most of you don’t think for a moment that the only thing they’ll be biting, is the dust.
your dog could possibly do something like Get it from vour vet
balance a dog biscuit on their nose, wait... 14 -

and then snaffle the treat in mid air. But
with a little patience they can achieve this
fun trick.

Balance a bickie on your nose!

Advantage® is a registered trademark of Bayer A. G. Leverkusen Germany. BAY1291 The Fast Flea Control
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