HYPER PRODUCTS
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n a corner of my living room | have a dog toy box where old and new, cute and

well-chewed dog toys of all descriptions have a home. My dogs, especially the

puppy, know at any time they can forage for a prized, favourite toy. All pets

like a little variety with toys so | often rotate the bottom toys to the top of the
box to mix things up and keep their interest.

Quite recently I returned from a shopping trip to find virtually every toy from the
box scattered throughout the lounge—mostly on the floor and some strategically
placed on the sofa and coffee table. The dogs had made the most of my time away
and had spent their energy on games and not on chewing the couch-which is as it
should be. The mess, however, reminded me of the times when | was kid. Our toys
would be strewn from one end of the house to the other. My mother would insist,
“Make sure those toys are put away and off the floor before your father gets home.”
In my childhood world, your dad tripping over a forgotten Barbie or Mr Potato Head
was tantamount to the threat of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Always of the opinion that dogs love jobs and reward-based training, | thought
of a clever way to train the pups to play pick-up. Most of my friends have a hard
time getting their children to pick up after themselves, but if you make this a fun,
reward-based game, you’ll find that playing pick-up will make everyone happy.

e Start with handing your dog a toy and tell him to “take it” When he has the toy
in his mouth, click and treat him for holding it. You can also start this practice if
your dog is in the habit of bringing the toy to you.

< Position the toy box by your feet and encourage the dog to come to you. Click
and treat him for holding the toy over the toy box.

« Repeat the previous step, but ask the dog to “drop it” as he holds the toy over = IT'IS LIGHT AND EASY TO USE
the box. Some trainers use the word “release” — use whatever works for you as
long as it’s consistent and not confusing other words you use in training.

= Put the toy on the floor and tell him to “take it”. Click and treat him for picking = "HANDOS FHEE PICK UP® WHICH
gpthettt?]y' ious step with | ¢ the fi MEANS THERE 1S NOQ _SKBBBER

< Repeat the previous step with several more toys on the floor.

e Replace the “take it” and “drop it” cues with the new cue: “toys away”, by saying ON YOUR HANDS
the new cue right before the old cue. Over time, fade out the old cue.

As always, make training sessions brief and upbeat. In no time your dog will be = S5IMPLY PULL IT BALK AND LEF
happy to pick up after himself. No guarantees on whether this method will work for IT FLY!
your spouse or children.
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